The Challenge

Over the past 15 years, I never dreamed that I would receive any challenge like VEX. A national future problem solvers tournament, various math competitions up to the state level, and vigorous AP courses, combined with varsity track, I believed I had seen everything- until I joined my school’s VEX team. 

Some metal, two balls, screws, and a video. Use that, and create a competitive robot which can outperform dozens of others. Now this is a real challenge. Add on other obligations, and the need to cooperate, I realized this wasn’t going to just be a cramming session. Through VEX, I received a challenge that tested my problem solving skills, teamwork, and time management

On the get go, it was clear that some ideas would easily be able to throw balls over the wall. Would it be fast and agile... have defensive capabilities… would it be reliable? These are the types of questions that I had to learn to get around, and through that, my problem solving skills was tested to the max.
With eight other people on my team, we all expected each other to fulfill assigned tasks and commit acceptable time. As my previous challenges were individually or small groups based, this was quite difficult for me to adjust to. None the less, we got along well and were extremely pleased with each other’s efforts. 

Had I not gotten involved in VEX, I would never have tackled such a unique and well rounded challenge.

