Amy Shapiro
A Thoroughly VEXing Experience

Like many girls, I had always thought that robotics was “my brother’s thing” and to be avoided at all costs. Then in the beginning of eighth grade my technology education teacher approached me and asked if I would be interested in starting a VEX team at our middle school. My initial response was “No, absolutely not!” But as I learned more about VEX, it became more and more appealing. I decided then that I would build our VEX team. It seemed like an intriguing challenge and entirely different from what I had done before. That first year was a real learning experience as the only things I had built previously were models, much less a fully functional robot. At the end I knew that I was going to have to come back to VEX if only for the excitement of building and running the robot.
Until I participated in VEX, I would never have considered engineering as a class in high school, much less as a career choice. VEX robotics has taught me a whole new way of looking at the world, and has enabled me to meet new people that I would not have otherwise met. I have gotten hands-on experience that most other girls would never consider amusing like I do. Because of that I am now interested in taking engineering classes and have joined the robotics club at my high school. I am going to be VEXing until I graduate high school. Who knows? I might come back as a mentor.
