3055’s Realization
When I first joined robotics, the flier I was given told me that it would build a solid base for future engineering careers. I read this and thought, “Yeah right, like that’s going to happen.” That thought stayed with me until just this morning when I found out I was writing this essay. It took me until just now to realize that all those “duh” moments were actually helping me. I felt stupid when I realized I had downloaded another team’s program or mounted a servo on my drivetrain. But now every time I grab a motor I check twice. My entire team is freshman except for one sophomore, and there is another team in our club that had qualified for Worlds before my team had even formed. But when I saw their team versus mine, and compared their progress to ours, I wondered how they had become so good. I didn’t really feel like we were getting any better, in fact I felt the opposite as a continued to make the same mistakes over and over. Now, looking back, I’m thinking about the competition we were in yesterday. When we got there our robot could barely lift its manipulator. Half an hour later we had added all sorts of support beams and it worked great, a huge improvement the beginning of the year when this would’ve taken us a week. Robotics improves my knowledge for many engineering applications, even if I don’t realize it at the time.
