The Awakening 

I had just moved to a rural area and was attending a tiny high school. After my first year I noticed a big problem, I was BORED.  

Sports were out of the question, I just wasn’t interested and I couldn’t find anything to occupy my time. Then one day, like magic, I saw a little flyer that would change my life; it talked of starting a robot team and gave a meeting place and time. My first thought went like this “Robots.....Cool!!,” so I showed up and became one of the founding members of the first Monticello Vex Robotics Team.

Our first meeting was a bubbling primordial soup of ideas and designs opening my mind for the first time to the wonders of mechanical engineering. I had always known math skills ran in the family, but I never imagined it could be fun.  I reveled in the creative ingenuity that flowed from my teammates and myself; we were continuously building and redesigning our robot until it exceeded our expectations.  We made it to Worlds in our first year. 

Working with Vex has taught me not to settle for mediocracy and to always look for ways to improve be it in my education, as a team member, or life in general.  It doesn’t matter from where you start in life as long as you believe in yourself and strive to progress. I’m thankful Vex is the mechanism by which I have learned this truth. 
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