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It was the first day of grade 10. I walked into the classroom and looked around. There were 19 other students; 18 boys and 1 girl, none of whom I knew. I was placed in a class with students that were a grade or two older then me. I panicked because I signed up for a class that taught something that I had no prior knowledge about and that was something out of my comfort zone as I would never try anything that I know I couldn’t succeed in. Every day for a week I would come to class and tell myself “you will not drop this course. You are not a quitter.” Yet when I got home I would say the exact opposite. In the end I chose to stay; it was the best decision I ever made. I remember the first robot I ever made. At that point I was still afraid of failing so I would stay after school trying to perfect that robot and also to learn more about robotics. Just hearing about experiences that other students and my teacher had as a result of VEX Robotics, made me excited about what was to come. I would stay after school, anywhere from 6pm-9pm every day, until my parents would start to worry. I would not spend those hours alone, building in isolation; I would be talking to the other students, sharing ideas or helping with the building process. I became good friends with people I would not have met before if it were not for robotics and for that I am grateful. That last period Computer Engineering class was the one class I looked forward to everyday and the one I missed the most when the semester was over. 


I shared my newly found love of robotics with my parents, who both supported me and attended some of the competitions, and they too were amazed at the diversity of robot designs, skills and teamwork seen at these competitions. I even told my cousin in London, England about VEX Robotics. He wished that his school had a program like the one my school has. Robotics opened my eyes to numerous possibilities for future careers such as a biomedical engineer. It re-enforced my choice to chose a career in either science, technology, engineering or math.


What other school competition is there where you have the chance to compete with teams from all over the world? None that I know of besides VEX and that is what I find amazing. At these competitions, I forced myself to become social including talking to guys as I was slightly shy when it came to things like that. I am so happy that I did as I overcame that fear and made friends with people in my own community and from other countries. 


Memories and friendships were made at competitions, especially at the 2011 VEX Robotics World Championships at ESPN Wide World of Sports, Walt Disney World, Florida. VEX Robotics contributed to my knowledge but also gave me things that I would not have expected; confidence and friendships. 


