
Being on a Vex Robotics team has opened my eyes to the wonders of technology and how robotics is applicable to everyday life. Before I was on a team, I would look at a car and never think of all the time and energy it took to design and build the car; I just took robotic technology for granted. Having to design and build a robot to work efficiently in competitions takes hours of committed work. I now appreciate the effort that goes into engineering which utilizes robotics. I believe that robotics is not only reserved for people who work at NASA or who graduate from MIT, because it does not take a rocket scientist to use robotics. I expected that there would be a lot of technically confusing terms for all the robot pieces, including the competition rules, but actually VEX robotics is not difficult to understand. VEX Robotics is not complicated--the rules are straightforward and competitions are fun. Anyone can learn life skills from being on a robotics team.

This experience has opened doors for me in the area of science and technology in marine science. I look forward to working with younger students teaching underwater robotics, as I start an internship with the university this spring. Overall, I’d say that VEX Robotics has taught me about robotic technology and how it is applicable to everyday life in the 21st century.

