ROBOTS TO CURE

I initially got started in VEX Robotics several years ago when my Dad and I went shopping on the internet.  He found an article about the World Competition and we both found this to be interesting enough to purchase three VEX Robotics kits.  Because I am homeschooled, I didn’t have other students to work with.  My Dad and I tinkered with it, but didn’t have friends and mentors to share ideas with.  For two summers, I took a robotics class and loved it!  My summer school robotics teacher invited me to a robotics camp.  During the camp, my mentors invited me to a VEX robotics competition at their school.  There, I was blessed to be introduced to the homeschool robotics team I am currently with.  As a junior member of the team, I am responsible for getting the field ready for the next round at competitions.  When we are practicing, I am the one to retrieve parts and learning to program and design.  I love building things with my hands, and VEX Robotics allows me this opportunity. 
 
Robotics could be utilized in many ways.  We could build them strong enough to lift equipment in construction of buildings, to lift cars, or transport people with special needs.  We could build them small enough to travel through veins and arteries to help diagnose and treat people who are sick.  There are so many other uses for robots in the future that we haven’t even envisioned yet. 
 
My dream is to be a biomedical design engineer creating robotics that will help patients.  I have touched and seen the DaVinci Robotic used to do minimally invasive surgery.  They use a controller in another room while the robot does the surgery in a clean room.  I would like to somehow create painless vaccines to rid our world of diseases.  One of the reasons why people avoid vaccines is because of the pain.  Another is to design microbots that can swim through arteries and veins that will help with early diagnosis of dreadful diseases. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to be a part of the VEX Robotics world.  See everyone at Worlds!
