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VEX Robotics?


‘What does VEX Robotics mean to you?’ The answer to this question can be different things, to different people. Some people only think of the robots, others only think of the awards. I think of it as the experience.

Robotics is not just about the robots or the awards. I think of it as a learning experience. Learning. Half of learning is being taught. The other half is learning by experience. Robotics cannot be taught. It’s a whole learning process. Nobody is born with the knowledge of torque or gear rations. We have to figure it out for ourselves.


I learn most things the hard way. I am a clumsy person, who tends to break things, a lot. For example, I learned to take the robot off the table before driving it. I learned that if you drop the controller it will not work. I also learned that it hurts if a hammer is dropped on your foot. Besides from my many mistakes, I learned things I will use later in my life.

Not only will the skills robotics teaches me, such as teamwork, physical labor, and the danger of competitions, be an experience, but I will also carry these morals with me throughout the rest of my life. For example, just the other day, my first trophy broke apart. I quickly found a monkey wrench and allen wrench, and put my trophy back together. At that moment, I said to myself “Thank you, Robotics.”

