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The summer of my 5th grade year I attended a Lego robotics class at the community college.  I found the process enjoyable, building and programming the robot to perform various tasks assigned by the instructor, or invented by myself.  It was this early experience that drew me to the world of Vex robotics.
I joined my school’s Vex team this year.  The prior year I had taken the first of four courses in the PLTW curiculum and I felt I was ready to put what I had learned into practice.  I joined and learned much throughout the process.  I have learned through hands on activities the importance of support through building robots and balance by making sure they don’t flip when put into competitions.  I learned to type faster from having to type several lines of code to accomplish one action.  I have learned sportsmanship through participating in Vex competitions, and helping other teams.  Most of all I learned the value of teamwork and communication by participating in fast paced settings where robots are built by several people, sometimes three pieces at once, and it is absolutely critical that it all fits together in the end.
In conclusion, Vex robotics has been a positive influence to me and has taught me much.  I believe the REC foundation and Vex robotics are a great influence on the classroom and students.  I have learned much through my experiences and would gladly recommend anyone to join.  
