




In the beginning, I thought I was going to be a ballerina, 
or maybe an artist, or an author. 

I loved the Arts, 
but anything involving numbers 

was at the bottom of my career list. 

My Ballet Debut

My Picasso

My Best Sellers



I never thought robotics would be 
my thing. I never even dreamed of 

being on a robotics team.  

I didn’t like the STEM subjects; 
I was more of an ELA 

(English/Language Arts) girl. 
Math and Science were the 

subjects that I absolutely despised. 
The dreaded Math class was like a 
thick fog that surrounded me and 

kept me from enjoying the subjects I 
loved. As soon as lunch ended, my 

day went downhill. 

Reading poetry to my class

But in 4th Grade, all of this changed. 



I met the woman who 
would ultimately change 
my perspective on the 

world of STEM, 
my 4th Grade 

Math & Science teacher at 
Edmondson Elementary, 
Mrs. Janice Good. 



Around this time 
my brother, Patrick, 

had just joined a robotics team 
at Brentwood Academy. 

He LOVED robotics. I mean 
he ate, slept, and breathed 
robotics. The only thing he 

ever talked or thought about 
was ROBOTICS. 

One night, Patrick told me  
that he had a teammate 

studying Calculus to be able to 
improve his robot 

programming. 
I was intrigued. Watching my brother compete



The next day, an idea 
began to take shape.   

I excitedly proclaimed to 
Mrs. Good that I wanted 

to learn Calculus.  
Surprisingly, she didn’t 
shoot down my idea. In 
fact, she encouraged it!

When I came to school 
the following morning, 

she handed me a packet 
all about Calculus. 

At that moment a seed 
was planted, and little did 

I know, it would grow 
into a tree of love for the 

STEM subjects.



For the first time, I would look forward to Math each day.        
In fact, I would rush to finish my lunch just to get to Math.                                                               

I started to like Math & Science just as much as English. 
Who would have guessed?

My 5
th

grade math teacher, Mrs. Matty Daniels, 

who helped me flourish in math.



From that point on, I tried to learn as much as I 
could about Math & Science concepts. 

At the end of my 4th Grade year, Patrick’s 

robotics team was invited to the 
Vex Worlds Robotics Competition. 

As soon as I stepped into the Exposition Center 
in Louisville, Kentucky, and saw all the cool 

robots, I knew that this was what I wanted to 
do. At that moment a spark was ignited in me 
that inspired my new LOVE for ROBOTICS.



In my last year of 
elementary school, 
I learned all I could 

and balanced                      
my time between         
ELA & STEM. 

I applied to and 
was admitted into 

Brentwood Academy.
Patrick and me at my                              

5
th

Grade graduation



Over summer break, 
Patrick started                   

a campaign to 
convince me to join             
his robotics team. 

At first, I was hesitant.  
I struggled with the 
decision. I was sure 

that it would take up 
all my time, so that I 
wouldn’t have any to 

focus on ELA. 
I wanted to hang out 

with my brother,                 
but didn’t want to be 

all- consumed by 
robotics either. 



The scale was tipped when                 
my brother introduced                

the concept of                   
notebooking to me.                               

I embraced the challenge.
Now, I could record our progress 
while using my Math & Science 

skills to build a robot. 
I never knew it was possible to 
combine my two contrasting 

passions into one activity.
Next thing I knew,                            

I was an Iron Eagle!
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When I first joined robotics,       
I was surprised how many girls 

were in the program . 
Our coaches work to make 
sure that our teams are a 

diverse mixture of girls + boys  
and multi-grade levels.                      
On our school team,                   

about 35% of the people in 
robotics are girls. All but      

three of the 11 teams          
have girl teammates. 

I was thrilled to be a part of a 
robotics team that was not 

lacking in girl power.
Excellence under construction



I joined team 9364X. The team was made up of five dedicated team members:  
Patrick, Gus E, Emmie T, Ben F, and myself.                                      

Each team member has very different abilities and passions.                                            
The main goals we all agreed on were that we were going to try our very best, make it 

to Worlds (and win EXCELLENCE), while working together as a driven team.

Emmie

Ben

Gus

Patrick

Me



Patrick, our team captain,                 
regulates the team and programs              

the robot with Ben. 

I am the Chief Notebooker and am in 
charge of organizing the team 

notebook and  making sure everyone 
documents their work.  

Gus takes charge building                  
the robot along with assistance from 

Benand Emmie. 

As a team, we plan, problem-solve, 
delegate tasks, and build/rebuild the 

robot. Together, we work to                    
combine our ideas to make our                 

robot the best it can. Accepting the MS EXCELLENCE Award                                    

at our 1
st

Tournament



When I was younger,                                                         
I thought I had planned out my life. 
However, as soon as I discovered                  

my LOVE for STEM                                          
and all the ways it could challenge me,                                

I knew that I could not live life to its fullest 
if I didn’t have a life involving                                

Math & Science.               
Now that I have chosen this path, I know 
that there will never be a day I will regret 

joining the Iron Eagles Robotics Team                             
or choosing a life of STEM.              

This was how I found my passion,                               
and my definition of Girl Power.



GIRL POWER:

Chasing your passion 
and never looking back!
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