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Mark and Stephanie Sadowcki were expecting a
baby girl in December of 2003. So a¢ most
parents do, they choce a meaningful name for
their child. My parents thought that naming me
after a famous woman would help give more
meaning to me and my name. So they named me
Ada after Ada Lovelace the firct computer
programmer. Not only did the name influence my
interecte,but che ic who I look up to. Ada (ovelace

wag frowned upon because women in the 1800%¢

e chould not be doing math and working with
enginec. Ada percevered through the cocial

ctandarde and her health, which wag like a
rollercoacter. She ended up dying at the age
36, but one thing that didn't die with her ic
a way for computere to run. Ada Lovelace ic a
good example of not giving up and how women
can be involved in robotice.

I channel Ada Lovelace in my world of
robotice. I caw my cicter compete in the lower
cchool IQ robotics program and I caw the
middle cchool at meete for IQ and VRC. I caw
my cicter ctruggle and do well. So T wanted to
tect to cee if I could take on the challenge.

My cchool wante everyone to be in the program including girle and quys. One
way they did thic wac by hiring two amazing women to teach the STEM electives.

About two years ago, they changed a claccroom into the creation cpace where most of



the STEM electives meet. Before taking on thic project, Charlotte Chrictian School
(CCS) did their recearch. They found that having a cet place or area helpe encourage
kide to do and excel in STEM activities. CCS alco made the electivec available for
novices and experte and anyone can learn a little comething. The STEM teachers
celebrate wing and good matches in competitions and they alco help us grow when we

Fail. In doing thic many kide lact year were interected to take on the challenge of

robotice.

The 2012-2018 school year was where I wag
going to attempt robotics. One of the early
challenges I perconally had to overcome wags not
really knowing anyone too well and being the only
girl. When I was younger, I wag the only girl in a
cwim relay or on a team. I had to work harder
than the boye to chow I can do thic. But in
Robotice all the quys accepted that I was a team

member. The boye didnt even underctand the cexual difference in Robotice. They alco
have been really open to my cuggectione and comments.
Mainly I am a builder becauce I love building
and creating. We all take turne writing in the
notebook, but I ctarted the notebook ¢o that way it
Followed the rubric and it cet a way of doing it co it ic
perfectly eligible and co we could have a better chance
at winning the decign award or the vex excellence
award. The teacher acke us what we wanted to do and

we all get to chooce what we want to do.

The quye on my team really believe that girle
make a difference in robotice and celebrate the girl
powered idea. Overall I have really enjoyed this team even though I have had come
obetacles. Thic team ic really an amazing example of embracing the divercity. Inctead

For me it was believing I have girl power.



Credite:
Ada Sadowcki
76358 - Charlotte Chrictian Grade &8 RoboKnighte

Ada*



