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| TRIED TO APPROACH MORE OPPORTUNITIES THAT WERE ONLY ACCEPTING
OF GUYS AND MAKE MY MARK. LOOKING TO NOW, I'M A PART OF A VEX
ROBOTICS TEAM WITH TWO OF MY FRIENDS. WHEN I FIRST JOINED VEX, IT
WAS A TOUGH YEAR. I WAS A PART OF AN ALL-GIRL TEAM AND RECEIVED
MANY DOUBTS. | STRUGGLED WITH TAKING THE NEGATIVITY, BUT POWERED
THROUGH AND ENDED UP QUALIFYING FOR STATE WHILE BEING THE ONLY
ALL-GIRL TEAM IN THE COMPETITION. | WORKED HARD AND IN THE END, IT
ALL PAID OFF. MY CURRENT TEAM WORKS TOGETHER GREAT IN
COMPARISON TO WHAT SOCIETY’S STANDARDS MAY CLAIM. MY GOAL IS TO
SHOW YOUNGER GIRLS THAT IT'S OKAY TO EMBRACE WHAT YOU LOVE T0 DO
AND TO NOT LET ANYONE STOP YOU FROM IT. TO TAKE EVERY OPPORTUNITY
AND SUCCEED. OVERALL, I'M PROUD TO SUPPORT A MOVEMENT THAT
ENCOURAGES GIRLS LIKE ME T[l ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS.
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AN EXAMPLE OF THIS WAS EVERY TIME A PERSON WOULD ASK ME “WHAT
DID | WANT TO BE WHEN | GREW UP?” OR “WHAT CAREER FIELD DID | WANT
T0 GO INTO”, 1 EITHER TRIED T0 AVOID THE SUBJECT AS A WHOLE OR WOULD
MAKE UP SOMETHING ELSE, SO NO ONE WOULD MAKE FUN OF ME.
THANKFULLY, THOUGH | HAD STRONG MEN AND WOMEN THAT SURROUNDED
ME AND SHOWED ME THAT IT WAS OKAY, EVEN WONDERFUL, TO BE
WHATEVER | WANTED AND WAS CALLED TO BE. THIS PUSH OF
ENCOURAGEMENT FROM MY LOVED ONES AND TEACHERS PUSHED ME TO
PURSUE AN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY THAT HIGHLY INVOLVED STEM
WHEN | WAS IN THE 7TH GRADE: THE TECHNOLOGY STUDENT ASSOCIATION
(TSA). FROM THEN ON | PURSUED ALL THE ELEMENTS THAT | COULD GET MY
HANDS ON-EVEN TAKING ON MULTIPLE OFFICER ROLES THAT WERE
PREDOMINANTLY HELD BY BOYS. HOWEVER, THAT WAS NOT THE END OF MY
“GIRL POWERED AWAKENING”.
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GIRL POWERED HAS AFFECTED OUR TEAM IN MANY POSITIVE WAYS, NOT
JUST NEGATIVELY. FOR INSTANCE, IN OUR TIME TOGETHER AS A TEAM, WE
HAVE WANTED TO BE AS KNOWLEDGEABLE IN VEX AS WE CAN BE. T0 DO
THAT, WE HAD TO LEARN HOW TO WORK WITH EACH OTHER, NOT AGAINST
EACH OTHER. WE ALL HAD A SAY IN DESIGNING THE ROBOT, BUT FOR THE
REST OF THE BUILD, WE MADE SURE TO SPLIT UP THE WORK EVENLY. WE
HAD A LEAD BUILDER TO OVERSEE ALL BUILDS, BUT WE SPLIT UP THE
BUILDING WORKLOAD BY ASSIGNING DIFFERENT SUBSYSTEMS T0 EACH
TEAM MEMBER. WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF THE V5 CONTROL SYSTEM, WE
ALL ARE LEARNING HOW TO PROGRAM. ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT THAT FULLY
COMFORTABLE WITH THE SOFTWARE YET, EVENTUALLY WE WILL ALL BE
GREAT AT THIS TASK. FOR DRIVING, WE HELD DRIVER TRIALS TO SEE WHO
COULD SCORE THE MOST POINTS IN 2 MINUTES. THROUGH THIS, WE HAVE
LEARNED HOW TO BUILD UP OUR INDIVIDUAL WEAKNESSES, WHILE HELPING
OUR TEAM BECOME MORE WELL ROUNDED.
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SINCE WE HAVE SPENT THE TIME TO TEACH ONE ANOTHER ABOUT THE
INNER WORKINGS OF ROBOTICS, WE NOW HAVE THE DIFFERENT
PERSPECTIVES THAT WE NEED ON BUILDING. WE ALL HAVE HAD THOSE
MOMENTS WHEN WE WORK ON SOMETHING SO MUCH AND THEN WE HIT A
BLOCK WHERE ABSOLUTELY NOTHING YOU CAN THINK OF WILL WORK. BUT
AFTER HOURS OF THINKING, A TEAMMATE COMES OVER AND IMMEDIATELY
SOLVES THE PROBLEM IN A WAY THAT YOU NEVER THOUGHT OF. ALTHOUGH
YOU FEEL ANNOYED THAT YOU COULDN'T FIGURE OUT THE PROBLEM WHEN
SOMEONE ELSE COULD, YOU ARE GRATEFUL FOR THAT PERSON TO
ALLEVIATE THE STRESS OFF OF YOU. THIS HAPPENS CONSTANTLY IN THE
ENGINEERING FIELD, BUT A SET OF NEW IDEAS COULD DRASTICALLY

IMPROVE YOUR CREATION. WE ALSO CAN HELP OTHER TEAMS WHEN THEY
NEED HELP WITHOUT IT INTERFERING WITH OUR OWN PROGRESS.
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EVEN THOUGH WE KNOW THAT T0 GET STEM FIELDS TO BE MORE EQUAL,
THE QUESTION STILL LOOMS, HOW DO WE RECRUIT MORE FEMALES? OUR
ANSWER IS THAT THE GIRLS IN VEX NEED TO SHOW OTHERS THE KINDNESS
THAT THEY MIGHT NOT HAVE RECEIVED. WE TRY TO MAKE THE VEX
ENVIRONMENT MORE INCLUSIVE BY DECORATING OUR TEAM'S STATION AT
SCHOOL FOR HOLIDAYS AND TREATING EVERYONE WITH RESPECT NO
MATTER HOW THEY TREAT US. KINDNESS ONLY GOES SO FAR THOUGH. IN
THE END, GIRL'S INFLUENCE IS THE LEADING FACTOR THAT CAN BRING
OTHER GIRLS INTO STEM. WITH MORE FEMALES ENTERING INTO STEM
CAREERS, THE STEREQTYPE OF ENGINEERING BEING JUST FOR GUYS WILL
FINALLY DISSIPATE.
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