
3631V The 
Vexens

Breaking the Glass Ceiling One Game at 
a Time



ÅAllison Boers (bottom right)is a 
sophomore at Collierville High 
School;she is the main journalist and 
builder. She wants to be an architect.

ÅRyleigh Davis (bottom left)is a 
freshman at Collierville High 
School;she is a programmer and 
builder. She wants to be a biomedical 
engineer.

ÅMeilin Melson (top left)is a 
sophomore at Collierville High 
School;she is the main builder and 
wants to be a mechanical engineer.

ÅAanchalSinghal (far left In the 
middle) is a sophomore at Collierville 
High School; she is a builder and a 
journalist. She wants to be a 
biomedical engineer.

ÅPallavi Singhal (top right)is a 
sophomore at Collierville High 
School;she is the main programmer 
and builder. She wants to be a 
mechanical engineer.



What Being Girl-Powered 
Means to Us

ÅBeing an all-girls team, we 
face the idea of being a 
minority in our field. The VRC 
program is so supportive 
towards female engineers, 
and it is a huge deal. We love 
the idea that other young girls 
can be inspired by what we 
accomplish.

ÅWe think girl power in 
engineering and the STEM 
field should be expanded. We 
work hard to prove that 
females in this field have 
every ability to do just as well 
as co-ed teams or all-male 
teams.



Setbacks Associated With 
Being Girl-Powered

ÅIn a largely male-dominated field of engineering, it is a huge 
deal to have an all-girls team; however, being girl-powered 
can have its setbacks due to the way people view our success.

ÅOver the past year and a half, our team has faced a lot of 
criticism as far as what awards we win, and how far we get in 
competitions. We remember just last month at a qualification 
game for States, we received the design award.A few people 
were adamant that we had only received the award because 
we were an all-girls team. We did not retaliate because we 
knew we had won the award because we worked hard and 
earned our place.

ÅAnother issue is thatpeople are constantly underestimating us 
because the female population in robotics is so small. The 
thought can have a detrimental effect because of the 
assumption that we will not be a tough competition for the 
other teams. However, we tend to use the criticism to show 
the other teams that being Girl Powered is, in fact, not a 
disadvantage, but a motivation!



Community Service

ÅThe Dragon Robotics Teams make a float for 
the Christmas Parade every year. This year, 
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lots of compliments from other people.

ÅOur team also searches for many other 
opportunities tomotivate the other teams in 
VEX. We are currently in the process 
of mentoring freshman teams, as well as 
middle school VEX teams. We love seeing 
these teams grow and seeing more girls 
enter the robotics field.


