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EMPOWERING WOMEN TOGETHERI

Girl Powered

What it means to us...

When we hear the phrase girl powered, the

first thing that comes to mind are the words

inclusion, diversity and empowerment. As

more thought goes into it, we think about the
ffering perspectives women bring into the

STEM Eotd. Being a all gt wo

S approach robotics with the goal to show

5 odiers that anyone can succeed in the STE

e

Our Histury

Ourjourney inVEX ohote tarted ffon the Canyon Hills Middle Schl VX
robatics team. We had a teacher, Mr. Cabase, who inspired and motivated us to
join the new club, where he was the advisor. Participating in the Nothing but Net
game started our interest in VEX and allowed us to become familiar with the
program. During our first year, our advisor taught us the basics of robatics, and as
the years progressed we continued to evolve and become more knowledgeable
about the engineering and des\%n process. After promoting to high school, we
attempted to start a robotics club for the Starstruck game, but the school could
ot fund both an FRC and VEX club at the same time. Eventually, we decided to

create an independent team, and, thus, Bionic Resilience was born.

The Ups and Downs
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Inspiring Others

In the beginning, we started by reaching out
to younger girls in elementary and mi ﬁe
schools. During this, we soon noticed that our
oal should not to be just to reach out to girls,
B ol ids with i bckizourde O
0al was not be to push men out of the
o0 bt o crate an et ofmn and
women. |n addition to giving presentations,
we plan on %asungwoiskq s to give kids a
s onexperense, W el pcsuaded ou
school to establish a VEX club, where we
teach our classmates the basics o

engineering and coding.

Marian Diamond was a leading scientist who
made generous contributions to neuroscience,
neuroanatomy, and neuroplasticity. Diamon
became the first female instructor of science at
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UC Berkeley, teaching neurology and anatomy.
She taught us that we can do whatever we want
as long as we put our minds and hearts to it.

Cornell University, then became a professor at ]
Our Perspective

As an all girls team, we realized that while it s important to make people
aware ofthe lack of women i the STEM fields, it s more important to show
people that women bring a varying perspective that is cn’ticjtu the success
el s P iy o ] RS
that our perspective on the robot s Aesiﬁn process and strxt.efy was focused
on trying to build a more diverse robot that would be able to do everything

e also realized that other teams, generally male dominated, have robots
that focus on one aspect, but have stronger strategies. From this, we learned
dhat we need ol inds of perspectives an% views in the STEM feld in order
to advance in technology.
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In robotics each team member
contributed to the design,
engineering, and strateg{ of the

robot. This caused us to learn
important skills that lead to the
growth of our team. Having the
members of our team dmn%vaviws
roles was very beneficial. The
rainstorming process taught us how
to develop During competitions we
got opportunities to interact wit
other teams and develop different
strategies for upcoming matches

Putting everytlwm‘f that e learned
The F“t“ re together eventually led to our team's
success

As robotics taught us important skills,
such as communication, teamwork, an
roblem sn\vinF, we thought more about
Fow hese skilscan b inplamented nto
our future. Through joining robotics,
members of our team made the conscious
decision to go into the STEM field. VEX has
taught us the basic building blocks of the
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eng\'neerin% as their career path. Other
members plan to use the skills taught
through robotics for their own careers.
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Other team members: Qishee Das, Kristen

Alecxih, Shelby W, Sidney Ackerman
Team: 91709A Bionic Resilience




