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When I first
joined robotics,
I stayed pretty neutral between all things masculine and
feminine. It wasn’t hard to fit in with guys when the majority
of my wardrobe was jeans and Robotics t-shirts. Besides, it
seemed that life was focused on efficiency rather than
aesthetic.



I stayed in my comfort zone of
fitting in with the mostly male

dominated stem field I had
chosen.

Sooner or later, my bubble of
safety was going to pop, but I

didn’t have any interest in
confronting my inherent

femininity.



Then came my
second year.



My team, as teams often
do, shuffled, and my
driver switched to a boy
named Travis.
We got along like a charm and it seemed I
had mastered communication with him,
coaching his driving early on. The only issue?
Travis was well over 6’9.



Either he needed to
shrink, or I needed
to grow.

I’m not particularly short, at around 5’7,
but over the roar of matches, Travis
had no hope of hearing my coaching
unless I was looking up and yelling.
Seeing as I wasn’t trying to coach
everyone at the competition, yelling
wasn’t going to work.



I bought a pair of
extremely tall wedge

heels, and on life went,
practicing coaching and

driving together.



The culture in
robotics revolved
around efficiency;

heels were situationally the most efficient
solution to the height difference. People in the
club seemed to understand the purpose of my

shoes and nobody mentioned it.

To be honest, I didn’t see what I was wearing
as any different than usual.



I got comments ranging from
approval and encouragement to

people trying to shame me for
being so openly feminine.

I got to my first competition with my new team setup, and
suddenly people started to take notice of my shoes.

People didn’t always assume I was wearing heels because
of the height difference between my driver and I.

Some people wouldn’t take me seriously.



The next competition fell on
the same day as the winter
dance, to which I had asked my
team captain.

Given the tight timing, I
would have to go
straight from the
competition to the
dance.

The easiest timing was to
change into my dress and
put on my dance makeup
before going to the
competition.

I decided to
push the

boundaries.



My heels were high as
skyscrapers, my lipstick was
cherry red, and my dress
twirled from field to field
through finals, earning me
some strange looks.



I got some of the same
comments about
wearing such feminine
clothing as I had
expected.
This time, though, I took them with pride.



I am a girl;
The two are not, and
never will be,
mutually exclusive.

I am Capable.

I will forever be grateful that I was able to reach outside of my comfort zone for one of my
last competitions with Travis.



Because of my experiences, my stem hero is
Hedy Lamar.

She proved to me that I can embrace
femininity without losing intelligence. She made

waves in the scientific community with her
discoveries surrounding radio waves, yet she

was a stunning and talented actress. Even
today, she defies the stereotype of being
"Dumb but Pretty" that girls often have to

challenge when entering a stem field.

I’ve learned that mascara
doesn’t blind me to

mathematic formulas,

lipstick doesn’t prevent
me from entering

scientific discussions,

and my femininity
doesn’t equate to

inferiority.



As time has gone on, i've noticed more girls
being openly feminine in robotics, and

nothing makes me happier.

That, to me, is girl power.



When more girls
are willing to be

different, diversity
in ideas increases.

By trying many different roles, girls in the Davis High Robotics club have
improved the club overall. Girls often want to try more than one role,
bringing new perspective to each role rather than perfecting one. This
flexibility can make things like wiring and motor placement be more
conducive to programming, which changes the entire dynamic of the

team.



Now, The
team has

grown into
inclusivity.

This year, F team is comprised of
three girls and two boys. The
diversity doesn't end with
gender, though.

Gracie, one of the
members, brings a side of
shyness and femininity to
interviews, which perfectly
balances Brad's more
outgoing tone.

Because of each member
contributing their different
interests and qualities, they are
able to have incredibly well
rounded judged interviews at
competitions.



Gracie

Madi

Cody

Brad
Originally, Madi wanted to focus on
code. Because of her new team
dynamic, though, she discovered that
she was excellent at writing the
engineering notebook, so that's her
main focus!

Gracie started by helping Brad build,
but once the robot was done, she
found that she was actually
passionate about code! Now, she's
the head coder for F team and is
known for making fast autonomous
routines!

Cody and brad were on an IQ team
with Madi last year, and Cody found
his niche in building! He's been able to
embrace the difference between VRC
and IQ, and is beginning to meet his
full potential!

Despite never having driven similar
machines before, Brad has practiced
furiously to be the best driver he can.
The passion that the team has for their
roles increases team productivity to
make time for his practice. By working
together, we all succeed.
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