Us a8 woman

Written by

Italia Cabrera and Amberlyn Ibanez
68689A
Baldwin Park Unified School District

~ The fact is, women are not seen for who their are. The reputation

. et for woman is not one that shows the true ambition and
strength of women. Men are always seen, accepted, respected,
efc., at all timeg without hegitation and without the need +to 4ruly
prove themgelves. Men are always seen ag the protector, taking
on roleg like a firefighter or police officer. However, when woman
takes a role like a protector, she ia laughed and scoffed at until
she ghows ghe ig truly worthy, and even then, things do nof go as
planned. Now girl power in robotics. October twenty-third of

twenty-twenty one our team'e first competition. Amberlyn and
ltalia, only a girl team of two. Of course Amberlyn’s first
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thoughtg were, “Where is everyone?” “We\are going to crush this competition!” “Their robot looks
We got this!” But also Where are the girl teame?” And “There i3 one of them.” Few that we gaw. Roboties is a
ominated” program. So we weren't that surpriged. Girl pouser in robotics ie about supporting each other. When our
feammateg, opponenta.uomenfeel fike they will be judged if they join. A woman can walk down the street and get
catcalled, and she tands up for hergelf. That’s girl power. But when another woman hears this and also stands up
for the other woman That’s algo girl power. t’s the fact that both women were confident enough to stand up for
others and themselves. Girl power is about standing up for yourself and for the surrounding woman. About women
leading their path without the fear of being judged by society. We are strong. We are brave. We are powerful. We have
and can anything we want. Girl power ean mean go many thingg. It can mean the power that we have againet boyg as

beinguomen. Ag girls on thig field that is mainly ruled by
boya there are very few girle on thig | have aleo heard &
this once, “girls can do anything a boy can and if
anything even better.” - Emma Watson. We ag womencan |
do anything we want to ag long as we have a pogitive
mind eet. When we are working on a field that has boys
on the field it ig not as challenging  What girl power
can mean to ug ig being a someone from a different
gender on the same plain field.
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At Holland middle school, after lidlia and
Paerrer ed 3| Amberlyn agree or argue over who i going
wih to be driving firat on our practice maicheg
another [ or driving for skills. We gtarted it, you or
teor £rom | driving for skills. We started it, you that fun
Hol lond = | otuff. But before, during and ending, we tel
™| each other Something ll'?@ “We did it.” Or
Wheel Good try” “You got better.” “We got
on right »/ thig, okay?” “There is always next
Side In A = time.” One of our personal favorites...
¥e £ront / o] g‘ a
broke
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With the exception of the last one, you can gee we encourage each other, even if we run out of time or loge. Girl power.
During brunch and lunch, Amberlyn invites some of her friends over into the roboticg room. They have seen what we

do. Like our matcheg, autonomous, skills, and the notebook. Laileine is the most inuolued. She helps Amberlyn with
timerg for the matches and minor fixes. Clagses that involved parts of roboties like STEM, the majority of the
classmate are 7+h or 6th graders. Leaving most of them a chance to join robotics the following year Amberlyn talks
To them about the program and the thrill and fun of it. Up to showing them the competition videos too
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During December, most of the Students would be

crowned in the hallways becauge of the rain. So
kids would watch ug playing some matches ogaingt
each other. Got a little loud in the room, but that's
alright. The teachers tool Some teachers 1o gee
what we are up fo and how thingg are coming BN ————
dlong. N
Our Hird competition, playing

Connect-4 before Drivers meeting
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So, gince our team congigts of only lHalia
and Amberlyn; the two mugt {ake on
multiple roles for the team. The roles of
drivers, drive coaches, and link are played
by both Amberlyn and lfalia
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Amberlyn is the programer for the team;
however, when tdlia is driving, Amberlyn
ia link and drive coach. | (Amberlyn)
learned to how to be both link and drive
coach Simuttaneously during the mateheg.
Beforehand | would check the time on the
computer bu would get distracted, so |
ended up counting in my head or with my

fingers behind mg( back, telling her the
time. | would still be checking on the

the fime wag correct. But it wag loade
more eagier for me,
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Our 2nd compexition. Our alliance’s
roloct wosn't working. But we wWor!

As of our team there are some challengeg in building. Sometimes
things would go wrong and we don’t know how to fix it , but we have
our administrator to help or sometime we figure it ourselves. [t
always a challenge but we alwayg get through it. One example
happened recently our claw wasn’t working. We first check the
promagram, just to see if it would be a aimple fix. However, nothing
was wrang. So once again, we checked if there wag something wag
wrong with the motor. Sure enough, the motor was clicking. We ended
up changing the motor. But even then, we had trouble pushing the axel
through, we tried pushing the axle with our naile, screwdriver, and a
small pole. However the axle went through when we were tired and
ready 10 go home, by a simple twist of the motor. | (Amberlyn) learned
1o not give up, even when you want to throw yourself on the floor.

Ag | (ltalia), | am a builder, link, drive coach, and driver. That might look like alot but its all for a learning
experience. Ag being one of the drivers on the field there are challenges. One of the challengeg for me are
gtarting to get panicked on the field. When | am on the field, | have a feeling like there ig nothing that | can’t do
on the field. Starting 1o panic becauge | feel the people around the field are judging But then | remember, this

can be our chance to show that ag women we can do anying.
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People around will always have a different point of
view on something. From it being a opinion to just
geeing the object in a different place. Someone can
see a portrait and think “The sky looks go dull.”
However you think differently saying “The cky looks
80 bright.” [ your perspective.
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An example of different points of view, lHalia wag driving for ckills at Holland. After a couple geconds of the match
starting, the pickup wagn't working. The pickup wouldn’t drop the mobile goal. We stop the match, and took our
robot back to the table. Another teammate of ours kept saying that the problem wag the pickup wasn’t going down
all the way. (talia and mygelf knew that wasn’t the problem. See a couple times earlier, the 9ame problem would
oceur. So we would move the stand-off forward, to the right, to the left, backward to gee how the mobile goal would
fit. Afterwards, we fixed the problem and told that teammate what the prablem, they understood afer.
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So ag you can see from the gtory. From

ltalia and my prospective, we already
knew what the problem was and to fix t.
Our other teammateg wagn'’t uged to our
robot and the problems along with it. The
match after (falia got her points.
However if the next time, the problem
ariges, it's definitely a possibility.

\Parjr_nered With anotrer Holland team. We won
his match
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Our Stem role model can be many
people. A role model ic someonewe | Secon d
admire, comeone we look up to. Qur | Drivers
STEM role model i¢ Mr. Lau. He ig our | Meeting
robotics ingtructor and Amberlyn
science teachers. (talia has known Mr.
Lau for her 6th grade year trough now| e owe
in 8th grade. Amberlyn hag only known|  OVEX
Mr. Lau now in her 8th grade year. \nere
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M. Lav in generally is a chil teacher. He rarely has a clags where it’s boring, Hig lessong in gcience are eagy to
understand and if you need clarification. He will end up marking a joke about it, but he will help you. Making jokes
during tet like “The answer to five is A.” On a 4 question test to cheer ug up. Ag a robotics he is determined with
the teams. Telling us strategies if your stuck. He help our team with our pickup up problem. When our wheel got stuck
on metal during a competition, he helped us while we were panicking next to him. He ingpires ug to close team. Like
how he is with the another team from different diatricts. When they need to know gome rules for the field. Showing us

even if we are opponents that doesn’t matter, we can still help each other.
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Even when you feel like the
world and gociety says no
just becauge your a
woman. Jugt know you
can. You have a whole
crowd of woman behind

you upporting you. But
just becauge thoge woman

believe in you and support

you. You algo have to believe
in yourgelf. Woman

aupporting woman.

gi’z/ Powey




